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(1 Cor 12:4-7) Now there 
are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of service, but the 
same Lord; and there are 

varieties of working, but it is the same God who 
inspires them all in every one.  To each is given the 
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
 
When we hear these words from St. Paul, and we 
think about the “gifts” that God has given us, we 
often think of those things that we do “well”:  maybe 
you’re good at baking, sewing, teaching, 
mathematics, construction, painting, the list goes on.  
And when we offer those gifts to others, we often 
think of doing “what we do well” (I’m good at 
baking, I’ll make them an apple pie).   
 
Unfortunately, we forget that God wants us to you all 
of the gifts He’s given us, not just the ones that we 
think we do “well”.  In your opinion, what is it that 
you don’t do very well?  God may be calling you to 
use those gifts in service to others.  The question is… 
are we willing to use those gifts to help others, even 
if it means we might feel embarrassed, self-
conscious, or worried about how others perceive us?  
Are we willing to show our love for God and our 
love for our neighbors in selfless, even humiliating 
ways? 
 
When Jesus shared the Last Supper with His 
disciples, He insisted that He wash His disciples’ 
feet:  something that was considered one of the 
lowest and most demeaning of tasks in their day.  
(John 13:34-35) And Jesus said to them: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; even as I have loved you, that you also love 
one another.  By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another." 
 
God calls us to love one another with all of the gifts 
He’s given us, and not just the ones that we feel like 

we do “well”.  If you’re a terrible baker, bake the 
cookies anyway.  If you’re not sure you have 
enough, give what you have anyway.  If you’re 
not good at writing eloquently, write the letter of 
encouragement anyway.  The most impactful and 
loving things you may do for others may be by 
doing things that you feel are subpar or not your 
best effort.  But to others, they might become the 
most treasured blessings of all, because they know 
you gave them out of love for God, and love for 
them, even when it was something that you’re not 
comfortable doing.  And it’s for that blessing, that 
I say to you:  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Paul 

 

Rally Day – Sunday, 
September 10

th
  

Please note that Rally Day 
will be on Sunday, September 

10
th
.  Beginning on Rally Day, our Sunday 

morning worship will change to 10:15am.  
We’ll also be having our annual church picnic 
after worship.  All are welcome.  We’ll look 
forward to seeing you there! 
 

St. Matthias Fall Cleanup 
Day   

Saturday, September 9
th 

 
Our church's Fall Cleanup Day has been 
scheduled for Saturday, September 9

th
, from 

9am - 12 noon.  Any available men, women, 
and children are welcomed and encouraged 
to come along and help us with cleaning, 
repairing, and beautifying God's house as we 
prepare for Rally Day.  Please feel free to 
bring along work gloves and any tools that 
you may have that could be helpful in our 
work.  We'll look forward to seeing you there! 
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All Saints Sunday Carnations 
For All Saints Sunday, November 

5th, red & white carnations will be 
available for purchase for $1 to place 

on the altar in honor of your Saint 
and may be taken home after 

worship. A form has been included in 
the newsletter and envelopes are also available 

in the narthex. Envelopes and forms can be 
placed in the offering plate. The deadline for all 

carnation orders is Sunday, October 22nd. 
You can also list the name or names of your 

loved ones or friends who have died within the 
past year to be included in the prayers on All 

Saints Sunday. This form is located on the table 
in the narthex in October. 

 
 
 
 
 

September 
Saturday, Sept. 2             8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 14          5:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 16           9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 30           8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
  
October 
Saturday, Oct. 7             8:30 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 12            5:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 21             8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 26            5:30 p.m. – 8:45 p.m. 

 
Stamp Camp 

On the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 Monday of 

each month, Kim Peles is 
leading a fellowship group at St. 
Matthias called “Stamp Camp”. 
All are welcome for fellowship 

and to make personalized greeting cards 
together, which you can use to share God’s love 
with others.  There’s a nominal fee to cover the 
cost of supplies.  There are 2 sessions on the 3rd 
Monday, one beginning at 10am, and the 
other beginning at 6pm. On the 4th Monday 
there is only one session at 6pm.Please feel 
free to contact Kim at (724) 875-0049 for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

St. Matthias Sunday 
On Sunday, October 8th, we 

will be celebrating St. 
Matthias Sunday! As we 
celebrate St. Matthias 

commemoration we will also be honoring our 
charter members: Lou Jean Bishop and Barb 
Fink. Following the worship service there will 
be a pot luck luncheon. Sign up sheets are 

available in the narthex for volunteers to write 
down what they would like to bring. Mark your 

calendar and come celebrate with us! 

 
Celebrating the Harvest on 8th   

In addition to celebrating St. Matthias Sunday 
on October 8th, we’ll also be giving thanks to 
God for the wonderful, abundant harvest from 
the 7th year of our Community Garden!  We’ll 
be including a celebratory harvest prayer at 
the end of our Sunday morning worship that 
day, to give thanks to God for all that He has 
so abundantly provided.  This will also serve 
as a conclusion to this year’s Community 
Garden harvest, and offer us a joyful look 
forward to next year’s harvest as well.  We 
hope you can be with us that day as we give 
thanks for so many of God’s blessings! 
 

Pot Luck & Bake Sale on October 8th
 
 

As we celebrate St. Matthias Sunday and the 
closing of our Harvest Table and the 
Community Garden on October 8th, we’ll also 
be having a pot luck & bake sale to celebrate!  
All proceeds from the bake sale will benefit the 
Westmoreland County Food Bank.  If you’re 
able, please bring something to share for the 
bake sale and/or take some baked goods 
home with you!  We’ll look forward to seeing 
you there!   

 

Save the Date 
Our Annual 
Congregational Meeting, 

Part 1 will be Sunday, November 19th 
immediately following the worship 
service. Please make arrangements to 
stay. The date for Part 2 will be 
announced in the November/December 
newsletter. 
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Cleaning Committee 
In an effort to conserve our financial resources, our congregation has started cleaning the church 
with the help of our own members. We certainly would appreciate more volunteers. It actually isn’t 
very hard work. We have a list of what needs done every other week and all the supplies to do the 
cleaning are in the janitor’s room. Anyone willing to help out, please contact Pastor Paul or the 
church office! Thank you! 

Cleaning Dates: 
September: 
11 to 16 Bobbi Oestreicher 
25 to 30 Mary Lou Wolff 
 
October: 
9 to 14 Gayle Kunko 
23 to 28 Dana Gruesu 
 
November: 
6 to 11 Terri Frye 
20 to 25 Barb Winslow 
 
December: 
4 to 9 Bobbi Oestreicher 
18 to 23 Mary Lou Wolff  

 
 

Ladies Annual Picnic  
September 13 at NOON 

Pot Luck 

2023 Triennial Convention Sept 21-24 in Phoenix, AZ. 
October 12 , 1 pm. Business meeting, Valetta and Eldora hostesses.  

November 3-5 Living Life to the Fullest, Joint NW and SW Retreat at Luther lyn. 

  

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

DECEMBER 15 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

JULY 3, 2023 
Devotions were led by Fred Oestreicher. President Bob Wolfe called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm. In  
Attendance: Bob Wolfe, Ryan Winslow, Fred Oestreicher , Pastor  Paul, Norb Georges, and Sharon 
Marks.  Also in attendance was Financial Secretary Eliot Moore and Financial Secretary Eldora Crist.  Absent 
were Lisa Pegg and Greg Paterno.  Agenda: Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the agenda.  Second 
by Bob Wolfe.  Motion carried.  Minutes: Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the minutes from the 
June 12 meeting.  Second by Rya n Winslow.  Motion carried. Treasurer’s Report: Motion made by Sharon 
Marks to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried.  Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Paul reported that he visited with Jean Kauffman, Lillian Reno, and Virginia Turner.  Her chaired the 
Elections Committee at this year’s Synod Assembly on June 16-17.  He continues to serve as Interim Pastor at 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg for approximately 5 hours per week. 
 
Communications: None Concerns: None 
 
Committee Reports 
Worship and Music: The committee met on June 20 to plan for the fall.  We celebrated the Baptism of of Isak 
Kihle-Potter (from Oslo, Norway) on June 18. 
Christian Ed and Youth: Pastor Paul is collecting info on the potential students for Confirmation class in the 
fall including students from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 
Stewardship: The committee met after worship on June 25 to help prepare a letter from Finance and 
Stewardship to be included in the mid-year Financial Statements. 
Fellowship: A cake reception was held on June 18 for the Baptism of Isak Kihle-Potter. 
Finance: The committee helped prepare a letter to be included in the mid-year giving statements. 
Property: The Future Families Fund goal was reached.  A diaper changing table, 2 high chairs, disposable 
meal mats, and disposable changing table pads were purchased. 
 
AD Hoc Committees 
Cleaning Committee: No new information 
Community Garden: No new information. 
Organizations 
Women of the ELCA: No new information. 
 
Old Business 
Church Safety Policies and Procedures: A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for persons interested in receiving 
training on the AED and CPR. 
Policy for Seminarian/Discernment Support: Discussion continued concerning the establishment of a policy to 
provide funds for seminary students and those considering the ministry. 
2024 Budget Requests: All 2024 budget requests should be submitted to the Finance Committee by the end of 
August. 
Semi-Annual Financial Statements: Statements are completed and available in the Narthex.  Any statements 
not picked up by July 16 will be mailed. 
New Business 
Annual Meeting Part I: Part I of the Annual Meeting will be held on November 19 following the 10:15 worship 
service. 
Council reviewed the Calendar and Worship Assistants for August. 
The next council meeting will be held on Monday, August 14, 2023 at 7:30 pm via Zoom. 
devotions for the August meeting:  Bob Wolfe 
Motion made by Sharon Marks to adjourn.  Second by Fred Oestreicher .  Motion carr ied.  The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:31 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Marks 
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 C h u r c h  C o u n c i I   H i g h l i g h t s 

August 14, 2023  
 

Devotions were led by Bob Wolff President Bob Wolff called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. In Attendance: 
Bob Wolff, Fred Oestreicher, Pastor Paul, Norb Georges, Lisa Pegg, Greg Paterno, and Sharon Marks.  Also in 
attendance was Financial Treasurer Eldora Crist and Financial Secretary Eliot Moore.  Ryan Winslow was 
absent.  Agenda: Motion made by Sharon Marks to approve the agenda.  Second by Norb 
Georges.  Motion carried.  Minutes: Motion made by Fred Oestreicher to approve the minutes from the July 
meeting.  Second by Bob Wolff.  Motion carried.  Treasurer’s Report: Motion made by Fred Oestreicher  to 
approve the Treasure’s Report.  Second by Norb Georges.  Motion carried.  Pastor’s Report: Pastor Paul 
reported that he made a nursing home visit with Don Ohr.  He made home visits with Carol Bowman and 
Evelyn Malinish and a hospital visit with Chuck Kemerer.  He led the Blessing of the Animals on July 19 and 
attended several committee meetings. Pastor will lead the funeral for Chuck Kemerer on August 16.  Pastor 
continues to serve as Interim Pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Greensburg approximately 5 hours 
per week.  
 
Communications: Information from The Tr ibune review regarding adver tising was received.  
Motion made by Sharon Marks to table this discussion until next month after  Council has had time to 
gather more information.  Second by Fred Oestreicher.  Motion carried.  Concerns: None  
 

Committee Reports  Worship and Music: The Blessing of the Animals was celebrated on the front lawn on 
July 19.  Seven dogs and 15 people attended.  The next meeting will be held in October.  
 Christian Ed and Youth: Pastor Paul met with the parents of Confirmation students from St. Matthias and 
Good Shepard on August 10 to plan this fall’s Confirmation class.  Four students will be attending this year’s 
class which will be starting after Rally Day.   Stewardship: No new information   Fellowship: No new 
information   Evangelism & Social Ministry: The Committee met on July 30 to discuss 2024 budget requests 
and plan for the fall and Christmas ministries.   Finance: No new information   Property: Committee met on 
July 23 to discuss 2024 budget requests and to plan for Fall Cleanup Day and future property projects. Fall 
cleanup is scheduled for September 9.  The changing table has been installed in the men’s room.  
 Ad Hoc Committees  
Cleaning Committee: No new information   Community Garden: Approximately 229 pounds of produce has 
been delivered to the food bank as of the end of July.   
 Organizations  
Women of the ELCA: A Potluck Luncheon will be held on September 8.  
 

 Old Business  
Church Safety Pollicies and Procedures:  No new Information  
 Policy for Seminarian/Discernment Support:  Church Council approved a policy to recognize and provide 
monetary support for Seminay Students and those considering the ministry.  A copy of the policy is available 
in the Church office.  
 2024 Budget Requests: Pastor reminded Council that budget requests should be submitted by the end of 
August.  
 

 New Business  
Annual Meeting Part 1: Council reviewed the draft agenda for the meeting and discussed vacancies on 
Council.  Council members were asked to prayerfully consider members to serve on Council.  
 CPR Class Requests: Requested dates for CPR classes were reviewed.  
 
Council reviewed the Calendar and Worship Assistants for September and October.  The next council meeting 
will be held on Monday, September 11, 2023, at 7:30 pm via Zoom  Devotions for the next meeting will be led 
by Lisa Pegg.  Motion made by Lisa Pegg to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Norb Georges.  Motion 
carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.  
 Respectfully submitted,  
Sharon Marks  
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Prayer List 
Jeff Horvath                           Alycefaye Stewart’s Nephew 
Aileen Mattiuz             Friend of Linda & Ray Wasilowski 
Judah Kindleberger    Friend of Sharon Marks 

Debra Adams      Member 
Evelyn Malinish                              Member 
Diane           Friend of Pastor Paul 
Joe Welling           Friend of Alycefaye Stewart 
James Gorzynski            Son in Law of Lillian Reno 
Wayne Himler                       Member 
Gail                          Friend of Linda & Ray Wasilowski 
Craig               Dana Gruesu’s Coworker 
Don Garlow            Linda Wasilowski’s Brother 
Aileen Mattiuz                Friend of the Wasilowski 
Ross Sano            Jeff Sano’s Brother 
Rich           Elliot Moore’s Father 
Alycefaye Stewart      Member 
Tim Howell          Son of Lorraine Howell 
Bob Ferrier      Member 
Greg Ferrier        Member 
Leslie Conrad                           Lou Jean Bishop’s Sister 
Carol Bowman                   Member 
Richard Bell           Brother of Dave Bell 
Jim Bushey       Keith Bowman’s friend 
Ron & Carol Bowman- Keith Bowman’s brother and sister 
in law      
Teri Pappas       Vicki Georges sister 
Nancy Kemerer                                          Member 
Lorraine Howell                                Member 
Rita Miller                         Doris McDonnell’s Sister in Law 
Pastor Fred Heitzenroder   Member 
Barry Santavy     Member 
Ted Wohlin     Member 

To contact the prayer chain, please call: 
Joan Wilson at (724) 836-3055  
PRAYING is the first of our Faith Practices 
Medallions...and is lifted up in this way so that all may 
remember these folks who are in some way related to St. 
Matthias Lutheran Church.  We appreciate this 
opportunity to inform you of an active ministry going on 
throughout our congregation on a daily basis.  Remember 
these brothers and sisters in Christ in your prayers. 
 

Faith Works Envelopes 
     Faith Works envelopes are on the back pew in the 
sanctuary.  Please use these envelopes to support any of 
the following  ministries: 
 Bethesda Children’s Home 
 Camp Agape 
 Camp Lutherlyn 
 Gettysburg Seminary 
 Glade Run Lutheran Services 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry in Oakland 
 Lutheran Senior Life 
 Lutheran Service Society 
 Synod Mission Support 
 Thiel College 
     Check off which agency you wish to  
contribute to and place the envelope with your donation in 
the offering plate.  Please remember to indicate your 
envelope number.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Todd Frye   September 1 
Aaron Harmatz   September 3 
Ethan Turner    September 6 
Katie Frye   September 8 
James Frye    September 9 
Kathryn Glew  September 10 
Michael Oestreicher  September 15 
Vera Koontz   September 19 
David Hoffman  September 19 
Robert Ferrier  September 19 
Jean Kauffman  September 20 
Rebecca Noel  September 20 
Eliot Moore   September 22 
Deyati Varriano  September 22 
Linda Wasilowski  September 23 
Mary Jo Borelli  September 24 
Aaron Dominick  September 24 
Luke Ridilla   September 28 
Cole Organiscak  September 28 
Evan Spillar   September 30 
 
 
Joseph & Amber Schmitt September 7 
Barry & Terri Santavy September 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dominic Buffone  October 9 
Michele McCombs  October 19 
Lorraine Howell  October 19 
Aiden Nicodemus  October 21 
Sonnie Miller   October 22 
Christine Harrold  October 22 
Theodor Wohlin  October 27 
Bethany Harper  October 27 
Andrew Harrold  October 28 
Diane Dominick  October 29 
Barbara Winslow  October 28 

 
 
Michael & Amanda Marnell  October 1 
Alex & Rebecca Santavy  October 8 
Ronald& Lisa Pegg   October 9 
Rebecca &Daniel Noel  October 15 
Robert & Mary Lou Wolff  October 22 
John & Wendy Weimer  October 31 
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY November 5, 2023 
CARNATIONS 

 
NAME:   
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
IN MEMORY OF: 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
QUANTITY _____________________   RED CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
   
  ____________________ WHITE CARNATIONS AT $1.00 EACH 
 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED __________________     ENVELOPE # ______________________ 
 

Please place order in offering plate or mail to the church office 
100 Chapel View Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601 

 
DEADLINE FOR ORDERS—OCTOBER 22, 2023 
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St. Matthias Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 

100 Chapel View Drive 
Greensburg, PA 15601-1002 

Address Service Requested 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

THE VIEW                                     ST. MATTHIAS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH          September/ October 2023 

Visit us on the web at www.stmatthiasgreensburg.org 
 

 
Services of Holy Communion:  

Summer Hours 
Sunday 9:30am 

Fall Hours Start on Rally Day Sept 10th 
Sunday 10:15am 

 
 

Paul Gruesu, Pastor 
Secretary: Amy Repak 

Organist/Choir Director: Chuck Vita 


